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Dental Professionals Participate in  
‘Trap-Neuter-Return’ Program

by Marianne McGoldrick

Mother Teresa once said “We can do no great things, 
only small things with great love.” This is exactly what 
Dr. Larry Miller and his staff members did when they dis-
covered a colony of feral cats living in the woods of Shaw 
Park behind their dental office in East Marietta. The dental 
office became the cats’ caretakers, but they knew that 
food would not be enough.

Feral cats are the offspring of lost or abandoned pet 
cats or other feral cats who are not spayed or neutered. 
“I think that a lot of cats have been dumped,” says Patti 
Miller, business manager of the dental office. “Most feral 
cats are abandoned and dumped, and they become wild 
because they have no human interaction.” Feral cats 
remain a huge problem in communities across the nation. 
Female feral cats can produce litters two to three times a 
year, and can get pregnant as early as four to five months 
of age. Feral cats will give birth to kittens who will, in 
turn, become feral without early human contact and grow 
up to produce another litter. It is an endless cycle. 

Dr. Miller’s staff decided to put a stop to the cycle by 
beginning a trap-neuter-return (TNR) program. “One day 
I was sitting in the office and just said ‘we need to catch 
them,’” says Miller. “We decided to be part of the solu-
tion.” TNR is a strategy for improving the lives of feral cats 
and, most importantly, reducing their numbers. At the very 
least a feral cat who is TNRed is spayed or neutered so 
they can no longer reproduce, vaccinated against rabies 
and surgically ear-tipped on one ear (a nationally recog-
nized sign of TNR). 

With the help of The Cat Clinic of Cobb on Sandy 
Plains Road, along with donations of time and money 
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from Dr. Miller’s patients and staff, the dental office has 
sponsored the TNR of at least ten feral cats, including 
the five cats that have colonized behind their office. “We 
started out with the goal to maximize the quality of life 
for this colony of feral cats and to eliminate the existing 
colony over time through attrition, but we name our cats, 
know their individual personalities and have come to love 
them dearly,” says Miller. Although the cats, like most feral 
cats, will not allow anyone to pet them, they do greet the 
staff every morning and walk them to the door. “We like to 
think of our feral cats as our little tigers,” adds Miller.

The Humane Society of the United States recognizes 
that there are millions of feral cats living all over the 
nation. The only real solution is to make sure feral cats get 
spayed or neutered. “I would like to challenge other busi-
nesses to do what we’ve done,” says Miller. “We can make 
a difference.”

If you want more information on feral cats or how to 
participate in the TNR program, you may call Patti Miller 
at 770-597-4840 or email pattiwashere@aol.com.   


