
20  January 2010 www.eastcobber.comCOBBEREAST

East Cobber 
Seeks to 

Spread Art 
of Flamenco 

Dancing  
Across Metro 

Atlanta
By Marianne McGoldrick

Rina Menosky s

Flamenco dancing is a popular art form in large cities 
like New York and Los Angeles. However, its presence is not 
so established in the southern United States. One East Cobb 
resident is doing her best to change this. Her mission: To 
spread the art of flamenco dancing across metro Atlanta. 

Rina Menosky is one of the most sought after flamenco 
dancers in the Southeastern United States. She began to pur-
sue the art of flamenco in 1996 when she moved to Atlanta 
for a job after graduating from Auburn University. Menosky 
was looking for something to do with her spare time when 
she visited a flamenco class at Atlanta Ballet in Buckhead. 
“It seemed to speak to me and fit to my nature somehow,” 
says Menosky. “I just loved that there was such contrast of 
strength and elegance, fierceness and gentleness, and, sim-
ply, the depth in this art.”

Flamenco quickly became a lifestyle for Menosky. 
However, as she moved deeper into this lifestyle, she was 
challenged by the fact that flamenco was not a well-known 
art in Atlanta. “I was envious of other cities like New York, 
L.A., San Francisco, Miami and D.C. where there were [a lot] 
more flamenco shows, classes and events,” Menosky says. “I 
realized I had a mission to spread the art of flamenco to oth-
ers in and around Metro Atlanta.”

Menosky now teaches group classes at PasoFino 
Latin Dance Studio in Roswell and offers weekly introduc-
tory classes for children and adults at De Colores Spanish 
Bookstore and Learning Center in East Cobb. She currently 
has approximately 35 to 45 active students. Menosky does 
not heavily advertise her classes, but people find her through 
her personal website artelavida.com. “My mentality for teach-
ing flamenco is that I would rather share this art with just 
one single person who really cares about the depth of this art 
and its history, rather than watering it down to serve a large 
mass of people,” says Menosky. Her students include people 
from all different states and countries, including Venezuela, 
Mexico, India, Russia, Japan, Chile, Spain, Puerto Rico and 
Brazil. The diversity is astounding. “I love it!” Menosky says.

Menosky is also the creator and co-owner of jaleole.com, 
a volunteer-based organization that promotes and produces 
flamenco arts in and around Atlanta. The site was created in 
2003 with her colleague Julie Baggenstoss. It includes a cal-
endar listing of all local flamenco events, insightful articles, 
event-related photos and a listing of instructors (both dancers 
and musicians). Jaleole promotes local flamenco shows at 
various theaters in the Atlanta area, and its staff members 
often organize and produce their own shows. The latest and 
largest show was “Flamenclorico: Lore of the Miners” featur-
ing Antonio Hidalgo at the Rialto Venter for the Arts in 2008. 

There is no doubt that Menosky’s efforts have contrib-
uted to the recent rapid growth in the com-

Located at 2520 E. Piedmont Rd Marietta GA 30062, Suite K 
Sprayberry Collection Shopping Center

 Patrick enjoys creating “Hairstyles for Lifestyles”
If your hair isn’t becoming to you, you should be coming to me! 
Bring this ad in for $35 hair cut and style for new clients.

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

678.427.8000
Across from LA fitness next to tiny stitches

Patrick Carmen 
Master Stylist - Certified Colorist

Stylists/Station Rental now Available 

Patrick Carmen
NR.9 Salon

AdmirAl TrAnsporTATion
IT’S PROM SEASON  

BOOK YOUR STRETCH 
  

678-585-7935
Cannot be combined with other offers.

MCA # 500599

6 HOUR CHARTER 7TH HOUR FREE


