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TOPSoccer Program Brings Smiles to Special Needs Kids
By  Marianne McGoldrick

For TOPSoccer players, families and volunteers, Sunday 
afternoons at Metro North Park are often the highlight of 
their week. TOPSoccer is a national soccer program for play-
ers with cognitive, emotional or physical disabilities. It is 
designed to bring the opportunity of learning and playing 
soccer to boys and girls, ages 8 to 19, who have a mental 
or physical disability. The North Atlanta Soccer Association’s 
(NASA) TOPSoccer Program was developed and implemented 
for the purpose of providing special needs athletes with a fun 
and safe soccer environment, focusing on the player’s abili-
ties, not his/her disability.

In 1999 Andy Walker, the executive director of what 
was then the Metro North Youth Soccer Association, had the 
vision to bring this program to the Metro North soccer com-
plex on Paper Mill Road. TOPSoccer quickly assumed a cen-
tral role in what is now the North Atlanta Soccer Association 
(NASA). In 2002, through local donations and the generous 

support of the Ronald MacDonald House, the club was able 
to raise the funds for the first artificial turf field in the united 
States dedicated to TOPSoccer.

Today, NASA has approximately 35 TOPSoccer athletes, 
and the number continues to grow with each season. The 
TOPS players take the field at 1p.m. on Sunday afternoons, 
led by an extraordinary group of volunteers. The program 
is extremely flexible and tailored to the TOPS players who 
attend each week.  The field is divided based on skill level. 
An actual soccer game is played on one half of the field 
- TOPS players versus a mix of volunteers and TOPS family 
members looking for a little exercise.  The other side of the 
field is devoted to those players needing more one-on-one 
time with a volunteer.  “Our sole mission is for EVERYONE 
to have fun,” says Rob Steers, co-director of the NASA 
TOPSoccer Program. “It is heartwarming to hear from TOPS 
players, parents and volunteers that this one hour is often the 
highlight of their week.”

“We have been a part of TOPSoccer for two seasons now, 
but our daughter Maddie has really enjoyed kicking the ball 
around and playing with all the wonderful volunteers.  At the 
end of each session, all the players line up for PK (penalty 
kick).  Each player “kicks, rolls, pushes” the soccer ball down 
the field for a penalty kick against the coach while the other 
players, parents, and volunteers all cheer the player on.  This 
is truly Maddie’s highlight of TOPSoccer -  she really loves it.  
We have signed Maddie up for this upcoming season and she 
is eager to go,” says Monica Williams, mother of 7-year-old 
Maddie.

Rob Steers and Hugh Crawford have been the co-direc-
tors of the TOPSoccer program at NASA for the past five 
years. “We really only consider ourselves the old, loud cheer-
leaders!  Our returning volunteers do most of the work while 
we stand on the sidelines yelling encouragingly,” says Steers.

“Honestly, I think the coaches and volunteers involved 
with TOPSoccer often have more fun and are more excited 
than our players,” says Steers. “It is refreshing to see our 
young volunteers willingly commit their time for no other rea-
son than to be rewarded with a smile or a hug from a TOPS 
player.”

If you have an athlete who would like to join TOPSoccer 
or for more information, go to the NASA web site and click on 
the TOPSoccer link: www.nasa-ga.org.  

 Maddie Williams plays TOPSoccers

Making Life Less Taxing…..

·Tax Planning & Preparation
·Business / Individuals/ Non-Profit Organizations
·Retirement Planning
·Estates & Trust
·Small Business Accounting

2866 Johnson Ferry Road, Ste 100
Marietta, GA  30062

Securities Offered Through Triad Advisors, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

W. Robert McGoldrick, CPA,CFP
Certified Public Accountant

CERTIFIED Financial Planner 

770-992-7614


