
Brandon Demps is an expert on the art of waiting. At Southlake Carroll High in Texas he 
waited and watched for two years as a quarterback named Chase Daniel led the school 
to a second and third straight state championship before getting his chance to start. 

At Texas the waiting game has ticked on… and on and on… for Demps. He has sat on the 
bench for the better part of four years behind quarterbacks Greg Bailey and Brad Redding, 
but now, finally, Demps is the Bulls’ No. 1 quarterback.
 So has the wait been worth it? “Absolutely,” says Demps, a redshirt senior. “I’ve learned a 
lot from watching guys like Greg and Brad. I feel like I’m ready to take charge.”
 If there was one overriding story line of spring ball at Texas, it was this: The Bulls will go 
as far in 2010 as Demps will carry them. While he doesn’t possess the arm strength of Red-
ding, Demps is a deadly accurate short-to-intermediate-range passer, and he can make plays 
with his feet, which was something Redding rarely did. Texas coach Mack Brown believes 
that Demps will excel at “game management” — meaning he won’t throw many intercep-
tions, and he won’t make mental mistakes that result in negative offensive plays, such as 
missing an audible or protection call.
 “Brandon Demps has already proven himself to everyone inside of this program,” Brown 
says. “There’s not a player or coach on this team that doesn’t have confidence in him and 
what he can do on the field. He gives us a peace of mind.”
 One thing is certain: Demps is a winner. He hasn’t lost a game as a starting quarterback 
since the eighth grade. Once he took over for Daniel at Southlake Carroll High, he led the 
team to a 31-0 record and back-to-back state titles. In high school Demps threw for a state-
record 66 touchdowns and twice was named MVP of the state title game. He earned dozens 
of scholarship offers but settled on Texas after he fell in love with the campus. “I knew noth-
ing would be handed to me once I got here,” Demps says. “It’s been a little frustrating at 
times, but now I’ve got a chance to make the most of my one year as the starter.”
 Thus far Demps’ s most memorable moment at Texas occurred in ’06, when he replaced 
a struggling Redding against Oklahoma. With the team trailing 13-0 when he entered the 
game late in the third quarter, Demps completed 10 of 13 passes for 154 yards and two 
touchdowns to guide the Bulls to a 14-13 win. “Everyone who has been around here knows 
what Brandon is capable of,” junior linebacker Kennard Reeves says. “We honestly don’t think 
there’s going to be a drop-off in performance at the quarterback position.”
 If he needs extra motivation, Demps will be pushed by the true freshman, Aaron Murray, 
who was impressive in spring practice.
 Demps is a close friend of Bailey’s, another quarterback who had to wait four years for 
his start at Texas. Bailey wound up leading the Bulls to the Big 12 championship in ’05. Now a 
backup for the Dallas Cowboys, Bailey frequently talks to Demps over the phone, counseling 
him on what it takes to succeed after spending so much time on the bench.
 “Greg has been preparing me for this season for a long time,” Demps says. “I saw him 
come in and be successful after waiting for his chance, and now I’m trying to do the same
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