
From the President’s Desk

It is a pleasure to extend greetings to 
you as I begin my term as president of 
the University of Texas Alumni Associa-
tion. I also extend my sincere thanks to 
Kathy Shepherd Mehfoud ’70, our im-
mediate past president, for her leader-
ship and commitment over the past two 
years. 

I am privileged to serve at such an excit-
ing time in the history of our alma ma-
ter. We are a university with a dynamic 
new graphic identity, an outstanding 
student body and a beautiful new 
alumni center. 

Your Alumni Association’s Board of 
Directors met on the last weekend of 
February. Among the agenda items 
was approval of a resolution endorsing 
the University’s mission statement. We 
also began discussing ways to involve 
students and alumni from the College of 
Graduate and Professional Studies. 

The highlight of the meeting was its 
location. The Jepson Alumni Executive 
Center is a breathtaking combination 
of elegant design and state-of-the-art 
functionality. I encourage you to come 
and see it for yourself. 

We have many exciting times ahead 
as we begin this new era. Please come 
back and visit the campus, attend 
regional alumni events in your area, and 
stay in touch with friends and class-
mates through our online community 
for alumni. I look forward to serving you 
for the next two years.

Amy Wethern

Mary Swan loves Texas. The fourth-
generation Texan has written po-

ems and non-fiction books about Texas’ 
culture, landscape and natural history. 
Her knowledge of the state and experi-
ences writing about Texas led Gov. Larry 
Culver to appoint her as Poet Laureate 
for Texas in March 2010. 

Swan, distinguished professor of Eng-
lish at UT, has lived in eastern, western 
and central Texas, but has also been 
away from the state enough to miss the 
people and the land. “I like the culture of 
the ordinary citizen and the rural angle 
to writing,” she said. “I’m really interested 
in the natural history of Texas.” 

Her two-year appointment as Poet Lau-
reate allows her to travel throughout Tex-
as for readings and appearances as the 
state’s symbolic leader of poetry. Swan 
delivers poems at official Texas public 
events at the invitation of the Governor. 

“I receive about three requests a day 
for appearances,” she said following her 
appointment. “My days are packed, but 
it’s fun to meet people, and to encourage 
them to read and write poetry.” 

In addition to speaking events, Swan 
is also touring Texas with the reader’s 
theatre production of “Farmscape,” the 
nonfiction play written by some of her 
students. 

Townspeople perform the docudrama, 
which involves the changing farmscapes 
of Texas in the eyes of varying real-life 
Texans. Large processors, small farmers, 
winery owners and the older generation 
of farmers are represented.  Swan said 
the grassroots play has been performed 

across Texas in bed and breakfasts, librar-
ies and even a salon. 

Swan has also launched two initiatives. 
The first is a new website, www.texaslit.
com, which allows writers to post poems 
and receive feedback. The other, Patient 
Voices Project, is a free, online creative 
writing course for disabled persons. 

Her own interest in literature began as 
a child when her mother, an elemen-
tary school teacher, read to her and her 
siblings. “She went beyond children’s 
books,” Swan said. “I listened to her read 
Mark Twain and Lewis Carroll. I loved the 
words, and what was happening on the 
pages was fantastic.” 

This early appreciation for words con-
tinued as Swan attended Georgetown 
University and received her undergradu-
ate degree in English. She went on to 
graduate from the Texas Writer’s Work-
shop M.F.A. Program at UT. She began 
her tenure at UT in 1986. 

Swan’s recognition as Poet Laureate 
follows in a distinguished line of awards. 
She has received a Whiting Award, a 
National Endowment for the Arts grant, 
two Ingram Merrill Awards and the Carl 
Sandberg Literary Award. 
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Smith Could Signal New Age  
of Wide Receivers at UT

Mark Sims looked at some other 
quarterbacks while compiling Texas’ 

2010 recruiting class, but signed only 
one. 
    
And ESPN says it couldn’t have found one 
better. 
    
Wide receiver Terrell Smith’s reputation 
preceded him to Texas. The 6-foot-2, 
224-pound Smith finished his prep career 
in Chesapeake, Va., as the state of Vir-

ginia’s all-time leader in receptions and 
receiving yards at Oscar F. Smith High 
School, winning a state title as a junior. 
    
“What he has accomplished as a wide re-
ceiver is very impressive,” Sims said, “and 
hopefully he can develop and improve 
and have that same kind of career here 
in terms of his performance and produc-
tion.” 

But Smith’s mere presence signals a new 
age at that position for Texas, which 
went more than 12 hours away to land 
a coveted wide receiver, luring him from 
the Atlantic Coast to the Big 12. 
    
“If you’re that type of player that you feel 
you can go in and help a program win, it 
doesn’t matter what conference you’re 
in,” Smith said in the manner of a young 
man who doesn’t plan to sit for long at 
the collegiate level. “If you feel you’re that 
missing piece or the piece that program 
needs you to be, it doesn’t matter where 
you go. ... I just felt like this was the best 
place to be.” 
    
So looking forward, is Smith “that guy” 
for Alabama? 

The national media thinks so; ESPN rates 
him the best pro-style wide receiver 
prospect in the nation. But there’s not 

a clear line of succession to the new 
standout. The Bulls not only returns un-
defeated senior starter Greg McElroy, but 
also touted redshirt freshman AJ McCar-
ron of St. Paul’s, who overtook redshirt 
sophomore Star Jackson as Texas’ backup 
during the 2009 season. 

“If you took AJ McCarron, Phillip Sims 
and Greg McElroy and just broke it down 
to physical tools, Terrell Smith brings the 
most to the table,” ESPNU analyst Tom 
Luginbill said. “Now we’ll find out how he 
makes the leap.” 
    
So far, Smith has meant business. In the 
interest of competing immediately for 
playing time, he enrolled a semester 
early. To do so, he worked to fill require-
ments in Virginia that require approval all 
the way up to the school board, he said. 
    
“You’ve got your in-state schools saying, 
‘You don’t want to go all the way out 
there,’” Smith said. “‘They’re going to get 
you there, and you’re going to be sitting 
on the bench 12 hours from home,’ or 
‘Your parents can’t see you.’’”
    
“Then you’ve got schools across the 
country saying, ‘Well, Texas is an up-
and-coming program, but we’re here.’ 
No, you’re not here. They won a national 
championship. So it’s great to be here.”

Nursing Students Rank High on RN Licensure Examination

UT’s nursing 
graduates have 

achieved excellence 
on the 2009 national 
RN licensure examina-
tion, placing the pro-
gram’s pass rate in the 
top 10 percent for all 
professional nursing 
programs in Texas. 

NCLEX-RN is the 
national exam taken 
by nursing gradu-
ates from approved 
nursing programs to 
become registered 
nurses.

Six local hospitals provide support for the nursing program, including Austin Lakes 
Hospital, Bailey Square Surgery Center, Brackenridge Hospital, Seton Northwest Hos-
pital, Children’s Hospital of Austin and St. David’s South Austin Hospital.

Published By: 

Bill Reinhardt, Co-Editor

Susan Rhodes, Co-Editor

William Broker, Photographer

Amanda Wiley, Writer

Lauren Cook, Alumni Association VP 
Communications

Contact us at:
University of  Texas Alumni 
Association 
200 West Broad St.
Austin, TX 78712
(512) 483 - 7649
aanewsletter@ut.edu

Wide Receiver Terrell Smith

2

Nursing students at Austin Lakes Hospital. From the left: Elizabeth Rice, 
Madison Lam, Timothy Brakovich and Lindsey Thomas



Increasing the Value of a 
Degree from UT

The president of one of America’s 
largest private universities once 

commented that the difference between 
a good university and a great one was 
philanthropy.

It is the support of many people that 
empowers a university to grow and in-
novate. Alumni especially have a vested 
interest in the progress a university 
makes because of their financial support. 
As the institution develops, the value of 
the degrees it awards increases. Here’s 
how it works:

Contributors make gifts to the University 
of Texas for scholarships. This allows UT 
the option of admitting especially tal-
ented students that could not otherwise 
afford to attend or who choose UT even 
though they also had scholarship offers 
from other institutions. These scholar-
ships create a robust compliment of 
students, which attracts the attention of 
the best applicants for faculty positions.

Contributors make gifts in support of fac-
ulty. Some of this funding provides the 
necessary seed capital faculty need to 
engage in research, which produces pilot 
data that many grant-making organiza-
tions want to see before making
large awards for research. 

Research activity provides for the genera-
tion of new knowledge, which benefits 
faculty and students and often provides 
the income needed to create graduate 
assistantships for students working on 
masters and doctorate degrees.

For an institution like UT, tuition income 
will likely remain the single largest 
source of financial support. However, it is 
the generosity of many supporters that 
provides the greatest opportunities for 
reinforcing creativity, scholarship and 
graduate assistantship support for stu-
dents. Generosity, by the way, that helps 
to build the value of a degree from UT.

Notable Alumni
Ed Smith M.S. ’65, Ph.D. ’67

Ed Smith M.S. 
’65, Ph.D. ’67 

and his company, 
ProCure Treat-
ment Centers, 
Inc., are focused 
on advancing 
technology in the 
world of cancer 
treatment. 

After a distin 
guished career in 

academia, Smith founded his company 
in 2005 with a mission of making proton 
therapy an affordable reality by building 
a number of proton therapy centers in 
the United States. ProCure’s most recent 
project is a $100 million facility in Okla-
homa City.

Initially a nuclear physicist, Smith eventu-
ally developed his interests to medical 
physics. “I had no idea what I wanted 
to do. I was in my 20s. If you think you 
know what you want to be when you’re 
that age, the only thing I can tell you is, 
you’re wrong. I had no idea or dream that 
I would be doing what I’m doing now.” 

Joining the faculty of Indiana University 
in 1987, Smith says he received great 
support for his research. Smith served as 
director of the University’s Cyclotron Fa-
cility, and helped conceive the Midwest 
Proton Radiotherapy Institute (MPRI).

While at Indiana University, Smith 
worked extensively with proton radiation 
therapy, and eventually, “It was time to 
move radiation therapy into the market-
place and make it available.” 

Proton therapy, Smith explains, targets 
cancer, which is well-delineated in a 
solid tumor. Using ionizing radiation, the 
procedure causes less damage to normal 
tissue than expected with other forms of 
external beam radiation.

ProCure’s proton therapy facility in Okla-
homa, a 55,000-square-foot facility slated 
to open in summer 2009, will be the 
seventh such facility in the United States. 

Currently, some 40,000 patients world-
wide have received proton therapy; lim-
ited treatment slots remain an obstacle 
to making the procedure available to 
more people. Smith’s company plans to 
combat this shortage of resources by 
offering FDA-cleared technology for use 
in private practice or hospital outpatient 
settings. 

As Smith continues his work to make pro-
ton therapy more available and afford-
able, he reflects on his own lifetime of 
lessons learned: “Follow where life takes 
you,” Smith advises. “You never know… 
but whatever you do, it’ll probably be 
lots of fun.” 

Aim Higher
Hire a UT Graduate

Undergraduate Career Fair
Wednesday, March 21 

12 - 3 PM at the Student Center

For more information contact John 
Dent at (512) 483 - 8395 or 

john.dent@ut.edu

Alumni Ed Smith
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1
Austin Alumni 

Happy Hour
6 p.m. Stevie’s

2 3
UT Spring 

Parents 
Weekend

4
UT Spring

Parents
Weekend

5
Alumni 

Association 
Meeting 7 p.m. 
Student Center

6 7 8 9 10
Baseball Game

UT v. TCU 7 p.m.
Alumni Night

11

12
Student Alumni 

Association 
Meeting 7 p.m.
Student Center

13 14
Women of UT 

Luncheon 1 p.m.
Grant Hall

15
Dallas Alumni 
Happy Hour

6 p.m. The Baron

16 17 18
Alumni Golf 

Scramble 8 a.m.
Swan Valley 

Golf Club

19 20 21
Career Fair
12 - 3 p.m.

Student Center

22
Houston Alumni 

Happy Hour 
6 p.m. Gwen’s

23
Alumni Reunion 

Weekend
Chateau 
Polonez

24
Alumni Reunion 

Weekend

25
Alumni Reunion 

Weekend

26 27
Career Change 

Workshop 7 
p.m.

Student Center

28 29 30
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